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KENTUCKY GENERAL ASSEMBLY FUNDS THE SURVEY

In December 1995, this newsletter announced the
establishment of the Kentucky Archaeological Survey.
Its mission: to identify and protect cultural resources
on state lands and develop a state-wide public
education program. Its challenge: to secure permanent
funding.

We are very pleased to announce that the 1998
Kentucky General Assembly voted partial funding for
a permanent professional staff as part of the Kentucky
Heritage Council’s Heritage Enrichment and
Preservation Program. Your letters and phone calls
showed that the citizens of Kentucky value their

prehistoric and historic archaeological heritage. We
are excited about working with you in the future on
field projects, in our lab in Lexington, and in your
classrooms and counties to share what we know about
Kentucky’s past.

The KAS staff wishes to express its sincere thanks
for your support.

Dr. David Pollack, Director

Dr. Kim A. McBride, Co-Director

Dr. A. Gwynn Henderson, Education Coordinator
Mr. M. Jay Stottman, Staff Archaeologist

EDUCATION PROGRAM RECEIVES REGIONAL AWARD

Riverside, the Farnsley Moremen Landing, in
Louisville, recently received the Excellence in
Programming Award by the Education Committee of

Students help archaeologists at Riverside as kitchen is
reconstructed.

the Southeastern Museums Conference for its
Building Blocks of History program. Both large and
small museums in the 12-state southeastern region
competed for the award.

Building Blocks of History is a full-day field trip
experience that combines hands-on historical
archaeology with a brick-making activity and a tour
of the 1837 home. Jay Stottman, KAS staff
archaeologist, worked with Riverside personnel to
develop Building Blocks. This program shows what
can happen when organizations dedicated to
interpreting Kentucky’s history work together.

Riverside will be offering Building Blocks again in
the spring. Call 502/935-6809 to schedule your class
visit T-F from March 22 to May 31. The costis $5.00
per student.




ARCHAEOLOGY AND

The movie and book, Beloved, about a runaway slave
who killed her infant daughter to save her from
growing up in slavery, have a Kentucky connection.
They were based partially on events in the life of
Margaret Garner, who grew up and worked as a slave
at Maplewood, a farm in Boone County.

Nineteenth century frame house that would have stood in
back of the main house at Maplewood.

On January 27, 1856, Garner and her family escaped
from Maplewood and crossed the frozen Ohio River
to freedom. It was a short-lived freedom, though, for
their owners captured the family in Cincinnati the next
day. Garner’s owner eventually sold her, and she died
in Mississippi of typhoid fever in 1858. The full story
of Margaret Garner’s life is told in a recent book,
Modern Medea, by University of Kentucky English
professor Steven Weisenburger.

For two weeks in November 1998, KAS carried out
archaeological research at Maplewood, in hopes of
finding the building(s) in which Margaret Garner lived

DID YOU

that most of the “arrowheads” found in fields all across
Kentucky are really spearpoints? Native peoples
made the first Kentucky spearpoints at the end of the
Ice Age, over 12,000 years ago. They began to make
true arrowheads only around 1,200 years ago.

Spearpoints are made up of two parts: the blade and
the stem. The stem is used to attach the point to a

THE SILVER SCREEN

and worked. Research activities focused on a
standing, 19th-century frame building. Local tradition
identified it as the kitchen for the main house and the
place Garner would have worked.

KAS archaeologists uncovered the remains of the
main house, which burned in 1850. They also found
a stone foundation or hearth from an earlier house or
detached kitchen, and mid-19th century domestic trash
deposits (cut nails, a 1842 penny, porcelain, and other
ceramics). But was this Garner’s house and trash?
Only more excavation and analysis will be able to
answer that question.

Many individuals and institutions worked with KAS
and the Kentucky Heritage Council on the Maplewood
Project. They included the Kentucky African
American Heritage Commission; Anne Butler and the
Center of Excellence for the Study of Kentucky
African Americans at Kentucky State University; the
Boone County Office of Historic Preservation;
Jeannine Krinebrink; college students from Kentucky
State University and Georgetown College; and
volunteers from as far away as California.

oumidtwn or hear
outbuilding (Slave Cabin?).

KNOW...

wooden spear. An arrowhead has
only one part. It is all blade and is
attached directly to the arrow shaft.
Arrows are also usually smaller and
thinner than spearpoints.

The spearpoint was part of a hunting
weapon called the atlatl or

Spearpoint



LOGAN’S FORT UPDATE: WILLIAM HUDSON, SCALPING VICTIM

Last year on these pages, you read about our research
at Logan’s Fort in Lincoln County. It was carried out
with the Logan’s Fort Foundation, the Daughters of
the American Revolution, and the Kentucky Heritage
Council.

Logan’s Fort was a late 1776 pioneer settlement. It
was one of only three that withstood the “year of the
terrible sevens,” though Indians laid siege to it for 13
days beginning on May 30, 1777. They wounded only
a few residents, but killed and later scalped William
Hudson. The residents of the fort buried him inside
its walls after the seige.

During our work in 1997, we discovered the remains
of a young Caucasian male that might be William
Hudson. Analysis of these bones has revealed much
about this young man and how he met his end on the
Kentucky frontier.

His skull showed linear cut marks on the right side of
his head, just above the temple. They were the
unmistakable marks left by scalping.

He stood about 5 feet 6 inches tall. Though he was in
good health at the time of his death, he had
experienced injuries and illnesses typical of people
who lived a rural 1700s lifestyle. Sometime in his
life, he had broken his leg and a finger, and had

DID YOU KNOW... continued

spearthrower.  An atlatl
increased the length of a
hunter’s forearm. A hunter
could throw a spear at about 50
feet/second with an atlatl. This
is slower than that of an arrow,
but it carried more force. The
arrowhead was part of the
weapon we know as the bow

Arrowhead

Make your plans now to attend the Sixteenth Annual Kentucky Archaeology Conference, February
27-28, 1999, at the University of Kentucky, Lexington, Kentucky. For more information, contact the
Kentucky Heritage Council at 502/564-7 005. ' ' ‘ -

suffered anemia, a nutritional disorder, or a parasitic
infection.

His teeth had many cavities and showed moderately
heavy wear (shown by pits and scratches) due probably
to eating coarsely ground corn meal. Between the
ages of 1 and 5, he had also annually experienced
periods of high fever, malnutrition, or childhood
diseases. This had produced a series of grooves on
the outside of his canine teeth and dark bands inside
them.

Recently obtained DNA from his teeth may help
determine his identity conclusively. Stay tuned!

Drawing of William
Hudson's skull, showing the
location of cut marks from
scalping.

and arrow. Arrows travel faster that spears, about 150
feet/second, but with less force.

Hunters using an atlatl had to wait for the game to
pass. It was most effective in open areas. In contrast,
hunters using a bow and arrow could stalk their prey,
and the lighter weapon was not hampered by wooded
environments. The bow and arrow also is more
accurate over longer distances than the atlatl.



PREHISTORY AT PINE MOUNTAIN STATE PARK

In June 1998, KAS archaeologists excavated the
Bailey Site, a Middle Woodland (200 B.C.-A.D. 500)
camp along Clear Creek in Pine Mountain State Park.
State Park officials wanted to learn more about this
site before expanding the Park’s golf course. The
Park’s naturalist and his son volunteered during the
excavation, and University of Kentucky
undergraduates helped process artifacts in the lab.

Backhoe removal of
the plow-disturbed
layer, or plowzone,
at the Bailey Site
revealed several
features: a large
trash pit; an earth
oven; stone-lined
hearths; and many
postmolds, small
fired areas, and shallow pits. Though the
archaeologists couldn’t identify any clear house

Middle Woodland trash pit excavated
at the Bailey Site.

patterns, these features did form two clusters that they
interpret as the remains of houses and associated
activity areas.

The Bailey Site
was a small,
probably sea-
sonal, camp
where one or
two families
lived. That these
people were gar-
deners is clear .
from the charred Spearpoints found at the Bailey Site.
plant remains found in their trash pits: squash,
sunflower, and seeds of starchy plants like may-grass
and lambs-quarters. While at the camp, they also
would have hunted deer and other animals, collected
nuts, fished Clear Creek and the nearby Cumberland
River, and gathered chert for their stone tools from
nearby Pine Mountain.

‘A3o109eDIR
AYomuoy UO UOTJRULIOJUT YJIM SIOJRINpPd
Burpiaoid pue ‘YoIeasal 19710 pue sAoAINS
[eor3ojoseyoIe SUnonpuod ‘suorjeziuesio
pUR SOIOUSBE ISYJ0 YIM SATYSUOIIB[ol
Sunyrom pood Jurystjqelse Aq swerdord
uorjeonps orqnd dofoasp 03 siojeonpa
M SIom 0} pue suorjeziueSio jjord-uou
pue S319Ud3e [RIOPIJ PUE 9JB)S O} S0UB)SISSE
[eoruyd3) ap1aoid 01 A9AINg [eo130[00RYIIY
AYOomjuay oYl JO UOISSIW 3y} SI ]

WY *SvY /oYy /S210UI SV/SN (Y *IIDIS MMM\ /7 d11Y :9YSQIAN
8961-€TE/909 X8  €LIS-LST/909 DI0A
$S86-90S0¥ AIMus’y ‘uoj3urxary

19908 310dXq V-070T

ASojodoayyuy

Jo ymunaeddq Afonyudyf Jo ISIdATUN AY)
pue (dYJO UONEBAIISIIJ ILIOISIH d)8l1S)
[IUNO0)) IS AONJudy

3t Aq paraysturmpe Appurof

‘A3AaNg [EII30[09BYITY AONIUdY

o) Aq Ajrenuue paysijqnd ST 19)39[SAAU STY I,



