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THIRTEENTH CENTURY NATIVE AMERICAN COMMUNITY EXCAVATED

During the summer of 1996, KAS archaeologists
conducted joint excavations with the Louisville District
Corps of Engineers in Barren River State Park. The
focus of this work was a small Mississippian site
inhabited sometime between A.D. 1260-1300.

By the Mississippian period, people no longer lived as
hunters and gatherers. They had developed agriculture
and lived in communities of different sizes that were
linked together politically, economically, and socially.
Platform mounds (large flat-topped pyramids of earth)
such as the one documented at the nearby Jewell site,

Artist's reconstruction of part of a Mississippian community.

served as foundations for ceremonial structures or the
houses of chiefs. Relatives of the chief would have
lived near the mound. Other families would have lived
at nearby settlements, such as the one investigated by
KAS archaeologists. As many as 300 people may have
lived at Jewell and surrounding communities. The chief
and his relatives resolved disputes, coordinated
important ceremonies, and maintained political
relationships with other Mississippian groups. Each
household provided a portion of its corn crop to the
chief to support these activities.

During the course of their work, KAS archaeologists
uncovered the remains of at least four houses. The
houses were built in basins that measured about 15
feet on a side. They may have looked like those shown
here. The exterior walls of the houses were set in
shallow trenches and covered in clay. The roofs were
covered with thatch. Located near each house were
pits where the residents threw out their trash.

KAS archaeologists have learned much about the
lifeways of the people who lived along Barren River
about 700 years ago by excavating their trash pits and
house floors. The large number of bear and elk bones
shows they had a more varied animal diet than other
Mississippian peoples, who relied heavily on deer.
Small triangular projectile points found at the site
indicate that they used the bow and arrow to hunt these
animals. An abundance of corn kernels and cobs found
in the trash pits shows how important this crop was in
their diet. Pottery found at the site reflects the day-
to-day use of vessels for cooking, serving, and storing
food. All of these artifacts illustrate the “everyday”
activities of regular people.

The Kentucky Archaeological Survey is jointly administered by the Kentucky Heritage Council (State Historic Preservation Office) and
the University of Kentucky Department of Anthropology. It is located at 330-A Virginia Avenue, Lexington, Kentucky 40506-9854.

Phone: 606-257-1944; FAX: 606-323-1968.



OUTHOUSE “TIME CAPSULES” GIVE INSIGHT INTO EARLY LOUISVILLE HISTORY

In November 1995, KAS archaeologists excavated the
remains of three 19th-century privy pits (outhouses)
at the site of the new Convention Center in downtown
Louisville. Funded by the Kentucky Finance Cabinet,
the Convention Center excavations gave us an
opportunity to examine some of Louisville’s earliest
privies. With the help of University of Louisville
students and volunteers, thousands of artifacts have
been analyzed and catalogued. KAS archaeologists
are currently preparing reports detailing what was
found in these privies.

Beginning in the 1810s, this area of Louisville was a
thriving business and residential area. Merchants and
local businesses occupied the Convention Center site,
catering to the many travelers who visited the city.
One of the most prominent residents was Mr. James
Rudd, a wealthy politician and businessman. Rudd
died in 1867; his wife Nancy died in 1880. In 1884,
their house was demolished. The remains recovered
from one of the privies excavated by KAS
archaeologists were discarded by a wealthy household.
Since this privy was located in the rear of the Rudd's
property, it is possible that the materials found in the
privy came from the Rudd household.
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Profile of Convention Center privy showing different strata.

Blue transfer-print platter from the Convention Center site.

Privies are a kind of time capsule, because people
discarded the objects of everyday life in them. Some
of the more interesting kinds of artifacts recovered
from the privy shown here include medicine bottles,
smoking pipes, plain china, and blue transfer-print
china. Analysis of the medicine bottles indicates that
members of the household suffered from periodic bouts
of dysentery and had lung problems. One bottle
suggests a family member was concerned about hair
loss. The smoking pipes reflect adult leisure time
activities. This family used plain whiteware for most
daily activities, but they preferred blue transfer-print
china for formal dining. The many pieces of blue
transfer-print china like the one shown above reflect
the family’s wealth and prominence in Louisville.

By examining the artifacts left by this wealthy family,
we have learned and continued to learn more about
what life was like in 19th century Louisville.

We welcome volunteers on all KAS projects to wash,
sort, and catalogue artifacts. Or you may join us in
the field. If you are interested in working with us,
call 606-257-1944.

NEW VOLUMES IN THE KENTUCKY
HERITAGE COUNCIL'S

Perspectives of Kentucky’s Past: Architecture,
Archaeology and Landscape, published by the
University Press of Kentucky:

Kentucky Archaeology, edited by R. Barry Lewis.
This well-illustrated book presents an overview of
Kentucky’s prehistoric and historic archaeology.
Cost $29.95. :

Petroglyphs of Kentucky by Fred Coy, Tom Fuller,
Larry Meadows, and James Swauger. This book
describes what is known about Kentucky’s

prehistoric rock art sites. Cost $34.95.




PRIVATE CITIZENS SUPPORT RESEARCH ON THEIR WARREN COUNTY FARM

In April 1996, KAS archaeologists worked at Forest
Home, an 1824 house built by Virginia immigrant
Peyton Cooke. This research was carried out at the
request of Robert and Cora Jane Spiller, who were
interested in learning more about their property. Oral
history suggested that slave houses once stood in the
backyard of the main house. Because very little is
known about the lives of Kentucky slaves during the
1800s, our work focused mainly on searching for these
houses.

In the backyard of the main house, KAS archaeologists
uncovered a structure with a stone hearth foundation
and an interior root cellar. Such features are commonly
associated with slave houses and other early to mid-
1800s homes. Though sometimes root cellars were
lined with wood, brick, or stone, this root cellar was
just a pit dug into the ground. Occupants would store
food or other items in these cool places.

KAS archaeologists found a variety of domestic
artifacts in the root cellar: broken dishes and bottles, a
knife, fork, and spoon, pins, buttons, scissors, and food
remains. One of the most interesting artifacts was a
token from a Louisville dry goods store that operated
from 1845 to 1852.

The artifacts found at Forest Home are similar to those
found by archaeologists during excavation of slave
houses at the Locust Grove site in Louisville. This

During excavations, students from nearby Oakland Elementary
visited Forest Home to see first-hand how archaeologists work.

similarity, along with information from oral history,
leads us to believe that we did indeed find the remains
of a slave house.

Interested citizens like the Spillers help make it possible
for archaeologists to identify and investigate important
sites that they might not know about otherwise.

at 502-564-7005.

Make your plans now to attend the 14th Annual Kentucky Archaeology Conference, March 15-16,
1997, at Natural Bridge State Resort Park. For more information, contact the Kentucky Heritage Council

DID YOU KNOW...

that for every hour spent in the field, archaeologists
spend four in the lab! Archaeology is not just digging
up the things people left behind. It is learning what
those things tell us about their lives.

KAS is committed to educating students about
archaeology. But involving students solely in
excavation only gives them part of the picture. To get
the whole picture, students must learn what is done
with the artifacts after they have been taken out of the
ground. Teaching them the process of washing and
cataloguing artifacts is part of that education. In
addition, hands-on activities introduce students to

artifacts as clues to understanding the lives of past
peoples. Within the context of these activities, students
hold and examine artifacts. Then they are asked to
consider how the artifacts were made, how they were
used, and what they tell us about the people who owned
and used them.

By giving students the chance to experience all aspects
of archaeology, KAS hopes that they will gain a better
appreciation for Kentucky’s rich cultural heritage and
the role archaeology plays in understanding and
preserving it.



12,000 YEARS OF HISTORY AT BIG BONE LICK

During the fall of 1995 and the spring of 1996, KAS
archaeologists conducted a survey at Big Bone Lick
State Park in Boone County. Assisting the
archaeologists were members of COVAS (Central Ohio
Valley Archaeological Society), volunteers from the
surrounding communities, and students from the
University of Kentucky, Northern Kentucky University,
Eastern Kentucky University, University of Louisville,
Georgetown College, and the University of Cincinnati.

The goals of the survey were to revisit old sites and
find new sites within the limits of the park. The crew
found sites almost everywhere, revisiting four
previously identified sites and recording 14 new ones.
These sites record 12,000 years of human use or
habitation in the vicinity of Big Bone Lick.

Beginning in the Paleoindian period, people hunted
animals attracted to Big Bone Lick and gathered the
plants growing around it. Whereas early prehistoric
peoples got their food and moved on, later peoples
actually made permanent settlements near the lick. By
the Historic period, Big Bone Lick took on new
purposes. It was an important source of salt used as a
diet supplement. The lick was even used as a health
spa when two 19th-century hotels began attracting
tourists to the area.

As a result of the work done by KAS archaeologists
and volunteers, Big Bone Lick State Park personnel
now can plan future development so as not to impact
these potentially important sites.

In June 1996, KAS published the first of what is intended to be a series of well-illustrated, public-oriented
booklets on Kentucky archaeology. The first booklet, Slack Farm and the Caborn-Welborn People, summarizes
what has been learned about this Mississippian society based on the research that followed the looting of the
Slack Farm site. Authors Pollack, Munson, and Henderson describe the lifeways of these farming people who
lived in western Kentucky from A.D. 1400-1700. The booklet is available from KAS for $5.00.
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